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merely on the plea that he himself does not understand the
expert"43.
We have already outlined the beautiful opening chapter,
on Islam as the religion of nature44. After such a promising
beginning, the argument at once degenerates into a scholas-
tic defence of Muslim fundamentalism. The entire remain-
der of the book is devoted to compelling the reader to
resume orthodoxy. The right living which was the subject
of discussion in chapter one, cannot exist, he solemnly
declares, without the right set of beliefs ; these can be had
only from the inspired revelation sent down to Muhammad ;
his prophethood, in the fundamentalist sense, must there-
fore be accepted ; consequently, all the precepts enunciated
by him must be followed; the conclusion is that the complete
body of Islamic thought and practice must be adopted
without change.
He who began by stating the universal religion of nature,
ends by denying that there is any virtue in righteousness
apart from correct Muslim belief45; nor in belief apart from
authoritarian acceptance of the Prophet48; nor in acceptance
of Muhammad apart from obeying his law47; nor even in
good intentions and the spirit of the law, apart from
the letter48.
Besides all this, the mawlawi's ethics is of the old ascetic-
negative type. Righteousness for him means avoiding evil;
avoiding, that is, those things that have been forbidden.
Apart from obeying the law, this book mentions no
positive good. The motive for righteousness is usually fear ;
occasionally, the hope of reward. Without the scheme
of retribution (in another world), there would be for him no
morality: " How can a man, who does not believe that
God sees, hears and knows everything, keep himself away
fromT disobeying God ? "49 Compare also : " . . . because he
knows that God's police never leaves him alone "60. Similar-
ly, he tries to frighten his readers into observing the five
daily prayers: if, he says, you do not perform them, either
you do not believe it is obligatory, which is to belie the
Qur'an and the Messenger of God, or else you believe it is